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Dental Health Network (2015)Caputo (2012)
Oral Health in Wyoming
 12/23 counties considered Health Professional 
Shortage Area in Dental Care (Wyoming Office 
of Rural Health, 2009, p. 9)
 63.3% of people with unmet dental care 
reported “I could not afford dental care” as 
the main barrier to receiving dental care in 
the past twelve months (Wyoming 
Department of Health, 2010)
 26.3% of people with unmet dental care 
reported “No insurance” as the main barrier 
to receiving dental care in the past twelve 
months (Wyoming Department of Health, 
2010)
 1.1% of people with unmet dental care 
reported “Dentist unavailable” (Wyoming 
Department of Health, 2010)
(Wyoming Department of Health, 2010)
Oral Health in Comparison
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(2010)
Oral Health in Comparison Cont.
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(2010)
Solutions to Poor Oral Health in WY
 WYDENT
 WICHE
 Wyoming Healthcare Professional Loan Repayment Program







 Followed by Hispanic, American Indians, Nepali, black
 176 Females 150 Males (approximately, had to guess using names)
 63.5% smokers (Out of the 203)
 12.8% asthma
 73% of asthma were smokers
 5% Bronchitis
 70% of bronchitis were smokers
 20.1% Anxiety (41 people)
 19.7% Depression (40 people)
 50% of depression also anxiety (20 people)
Dental Data Collection/Interpretation 
Cont.
 Employment
 34 full time
 90 part time
 68 unemployed
 Education
 6 < than High School
 4 GED
















Highest Level of Education Obtained







 Economics of Dentistry
 Treatment-based curriculum
 Prevention is abstract
 Cost-effectiveness of prevention
 Inconclusive (Shariati, MacEntee, and Yazdizadeh, 2013).
 Health as a good (Woolf, Husten, Lewin, Marks, Fielding, and Sanchez, 2009)
 Bought for nonmonetary benefits – reduced suffering in future
Conclusions & Future Outlooks
 Research at Downtown Clinic was very unrepresentative
 Extremely small cross-section
 But shows an accessibility problem for low SES individuals
 A  high need for affordable dental care, including preventive care, exists
 LCCC Dental Hygiene
 Barriers: transportation, facilities
 Increased funding to Downtown Clinic for Prevention
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